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 Jim Ruane, Mayor 
 Michael Salazar, Vice Mayor 
 Ken Ibarra, Councilmember     
 Rico E. Medina, Councilmember 
 Irene O’Connell, Councilmember 

 

MINUTES  
 

SAN BRUNO CITY COUNCIL 
& 

SAN BRUNO REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
 

February 8, 2011  
 

7:00 p.m. 
 

 

1.   CALL TO ORDER:  THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT the San Bruno City Council met in regular 
session on February 8, 2011 at the San Bruno Senior Center, 1555 Crystal Springs Rd., San Bruno, 
CA.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 

 Mayor Ruane thanked the San Bruno Garden Club for providing the beautiful floral 
arrangement. 
 

2.   ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Presiding was Mayor/Chair Ruane, Vice Mayor/Vice 
Chair Salazar and Council/Agency Members O’Connell and Medina.  Council/Agency Member 
Ibarra was excused with notice.  Recording by Clerk Bonner.  Housing & Redevelopment 
Manager Mark Sullivan Led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

3.    ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

 Mayor Ruane said the City Council has scheduled a Study Session for Wednesday, February 
16, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. to discuss preparation of the 2011-12 Budget. 
 Mayor Ruane said there is a great article in the current issue of Western City that was written 
by our City Manager, Connie Jackson and it talks about the emergency response to our gas line 
break, September 9.  City Manager Jackson said it is on the League of California Cities website 
www.CaCities.org. 
 

Mayor Ruane introduced the City’s new City Attorney, Marc Zafferano. 
 

4.    PRESENTATIONS:  None. 
 

5.   REVIEW OF AGENDA:  No changes.    
 

6.    APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Regular City Council Meeting of January 25, 2011, approved as 
submitted.  
 

7.   CONSENT CALENDAR:  
 

      a. Approve:  Payroll of January 16, 2011. 
b. Approve:  Accounts Payable of January 24, 25, 27 (2), 28 and 31, 2011. 
c. Accept:  Donation from Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund and the Grundy Family in the Amount 

of $8,669.05 for Maintenance and Improvements to Grundy Park. 
d. Adopt:  Resolution Approving Second Quarter Budget Amendment for the 2010-11 San 

Bruno Redevelopment Agency Budget. 
 

 M/S Salazar/Medina to approve the Consent Calendar and passed with all ayes. 
 

8.   PUBLIC HEARINGS:  
 

a. Hold Public Hearing, Waive Second Reading, and Adopt 2010 Fire and Building Code 
Ordinances to be Adopted by Reference with Amendments. 
 

http://www.cacities.org/
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 Community Development Director Aknin highlighted the main points of the staff report and 
asked for questions. 
 

 Councilmember Medina said in the staff report there is a section that states none of these 
amendments would result in a significant increase to the cost of the construction to the San Bruno 
property owner.  He asked for a definition of significant?  Aknin said comparable costs and most of 
these amendments are codifying existing construction practices. 
 

 Vice Mayor Salazar asked, for conciseness, if the items that are repetitive could be put in one 
section and then referenced?  Aknin said he didn’t have the answer; however, there is a standard 
format that has to be followed for each type of ordinance.  He said the next time they would take a 
look to attempt to make it more streamlined. 
 

 Mayor Ruane opened the public hearing.  No one wished to speak. 
 

 M/S Medina/O’Connell to close the public hearing and passed with all ayes, Councilmember 
Ibarra excused. 
 

 M/S Medina/O’Connell to waive the second reading and passed with all ayes, Councilmember 
Ibarra excused. 
 

 M/S Medina/Salazar to adopt the code and passed with all ayes, Councilmember Ibarra 
excused. 
 

b.  Hold Public Hearing and Adopt Resolution Approving Request for Citizen’s Option for Public 
Safety Funds in the Amount of $100,000 for 2010-11. 
 

 Police Chief Telford gave an overview of the staff report and asked for questions. 
 

 Councilmember Medina said he understood the 2010-11 budgeted reimbursement for a traffic 
officer?  Telford concurred.  Councilmember Medina asked if the Governor planned to eliminate 
this in the next budget?  Telford concurred. 
 

 Mayor Ruane opened the public hearing.  No one wished to speak. 
 

 M/S Medina/Salazar to close the public hearing and passed with all ayes.  Councilmember 
Ibarra excused with notice. 
 

 Councilmember Medina introduced the resolution for adoption and passed with a unanimous 
vote, Councilmember Ibarra excused. 

 

9.   PUBLIC COMMENT ON ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA:  None.  
 

10. CONDUCT OF BUSINESS: 
 

a. Receive Oral Report on City Tree Maintenance and Removal. 
 

Community Services Director Schwartz gave an overview of the staff report and asked for 
questions.  Councilmember O’Connell asked if any information about the trees was put on the 
website?  Schwartz said the tree policies are on the website.  Sometimes tree removal happens 
immediately and there would not be time to post. 
 

 Councilmember O’Connell asked if notification about the trees is put on the website?  
Schwartz said the tree policies and ordinances are on the website.  If there is a troubled tree, it is 
usually removed immediately and there isn’t time to post it on the website. 
 

b. Receive City Council Donations Subcommittee Report and Adopt Resolution Authorizing 
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Subcommittee to Determine Distribution of Remaining Donations for the Glenview Fire Area. 
 

 City Manager Jackson gave an overview of the staff report and said the committee has 
appointed three members of the public to help distribute the remaining donations.  
 

 Vice Mayor Salazar said he and Councilmember O’Connell wanted to make sure they made 
the best use of the funds.  
 

 Councilmember Medina asked if the names of the subcommittee are being communicated? 
 

 Councilmember O’Connell said the subcommittee has asked to remain anonymous.  She also 
said any requests that come in would remain confidential. 
 

 Councilmember Medina asked if the subcommittee is asking to no longer come before the City 
Council for approval?  Vice Mayor Salazar said they would like the Council to approve their action 
on anything requested through the form, but nothing beyond that.  He said other requests, such as 
an advocate, would be brought back to Council.   
 

 Councilmember Medina said he wanted some type of transparency so that if there is 
information or data that comes to the Council it can be made available for public viewing.  He said 
people who donated to this have a right to see how the monies are being distributed. 
 

 Councilmember O’Connell said they could work on it; maybe the reason for the request could 
be kept anonymous.  She said they would work on the requests as they come in. 
 

 Mayor Ruane said the process developed is well thought out.  He had hesitancy on the 
advocacy portion.  There are a lot of other facilities out there.  He didn’t think we needed to take 
hard earned money given to the individuals to put into an advocacy type of expense. 
 

 Councilmember O’Connell said staff is researching the insurance commissioner’s office and 
long-term recovery groups finding ways to help the people. 
 

 Councilmember O’Connell introduced the resolution for adoption and passed with a 
unanimous vote, Councilmember Ibarra excused. 
 

c. Adopt Resolution Proclaiming the Termination of Local Emergency Related to the Glenview 
Fire. 
 

 City Manager Jackson gave an overview of the staff report and asked for Council’s action to 
officially terminate the local emergency. 
 

 Councilmember Medina asked when the street would be able to be used again?  City 
Manager Jackson said staff is looking at the design and expects to come back to Council sometime 
in the spring.   
 

 Councilmember Medina introduced the resolution for adoption and passed with a unanimous 
vote.  
 

e. Receive Report and Adopt Resolutions to Protect Redevelopment Agency Funds in Light of 
State Budget Issues and Impacts. 
 

 Mayor Ruane said a report would be presented; however, no action would be taken this 
evening. 
 

 City Manager Jackson gave an overview of the staff report and said an updated action item will 
be provided at the next meeting. 
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1) Adopt Resolution of the City Council of the City of San Bruno Approving and Authorizing 
Execution of a Public Improvements Reimbursement Agreement between the City and the San 
Bruno Redevelopment Agency.  
 

2) Adopt Resolution of the San Bruno Redevelopment Agency Approving and Authorizing 
Execution of a Public Improvements Reimbursement Agreement between the San Bruno 
Redevelopment Agency and the City. 
 

3) Adopt Resolution of the City Council of the City of San Bruno Approving and Authorizing 
Execution of a Affordable Housing Reimbursement Agreement between the City and the San Bruno 
Redevelopment Agency. 
 

4) Adopt Resolution of the San Bruno Redevelopment Agency Approving and Authorizing 
Execution of a Affordable Housing Reimbursement Agreement between the San Bruno 
Redevelopment Agency and the City. 
 

 Councilmember O’Connell said the projects are very vital and she was happy to see the 
library added. 
 

d.  Adopt Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to Execute a Communications Site Lease 
Agreement with T-Mobile West Corporation to Construct, Operate, and Maintain a 
Telecommunications Facility at Grundy Park. 
 

 Cable Director Gyaltsen gave an overview of the staff report and asked for questions. 
 

 Vice Mayor Salazar asked how many other cellular towers are in the area?  Gyaltsen said as 
far as he knew, this would be the only one.  Six others are located in other areas. He said there 
could be private ones, but he wasn’t aware of where they were located.  He said they were looking 
at another T-Mobile application but it was by the corp. yard.   
 

 Andrew Levy, T-Mobile, said he represented the lease and conditions of the contract, not the 
radio frequency. 
 

 Vice Mayor Salazar asked when a new tower goes up, is it based on research or consumer 
demand.  Levy said the engineers from T-Mobile have identified where it comes from and customer 
data. 

 

City Attorney Zafferano said the Federal government does pre-empt regulation of those 
emissions as long as there is a study that shows the emissions are below the federal threshhold; 
hence, the cities are prohibited from further regulating. 
 

 Councilmember Medina said he liked the graffiti abatement.  He asked about monthly rent and 
how do we know if that is the going rate and market.  Gyaltsen said he did a survey of other cities 
three years ago. He said our rates were set at a higher level. 
 

 Councilmember Medina questioned automatic vs. coming back to Council.  Gyaltsen said that 
is why there is a thirty-day review period. 
 

 Councilmember O’Connell introduced the resolution for adoption and passed with a 
unanimous vote. 
 

 e.  Adopt Resolution Approving the Traffic Calming Toolkit for Public Distribution. 
  

 Public Services Director Fabry gave an overview of the staff report and asked for questions. 
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 Councilmember O’Connell commented on the format and suggested the font be made bigger.  
She was concerned about the enforcement part and stated police won’t be at every stop sign.  She 
said regarding Page 12 and speed bumps that rubber didn’t cost as much as concrete and that 
would be a viable alternative to concrete? 
 

 Councilmember Medina said asked if there was a better word for tool kit?   
 

 Eric Wood, Chair, Traffic Safety & Parking liked tool kit to give citizens options they have to 
mitigate traffic issues and give them something and allow them to do their own research.  He asked 
Council to let it come back to the Committee, please accept it and give us that ability to change it. 
 

 Councilmember O’Connell introduced the resolution for adoption and passed with a 
unanimous vote. 
  

11. REPORT OF COMMISSIONS, BOARDS, & COMMITTEES:  None. 
  

12. COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS:  
        

 Mayor Ruane received an award from the Peninsula Health Care District, which highlighted the 
efforts of Connie Jackson and her management team for the wonderful work they did on the 
Glenview Fire. 
 

 Mayor Ruane said the Red Cross is establishing a center on San Mateo Avenue in downtown 
San Bruno.  The Health Care District gave $100,000 to help complete that effort. 
 

 Vice Mayor Salazar encouraged members of the affected area to get additional relief if 
necessary. 
  

13. CLOSED SESSION: 
 

Mayor Ruane said they would be going into closed session with no reportable action. 
a. Closed Session to Confer with Legal Counsel Regarding Baykeeper v City of San Bruno, 

United States District Court, Civ. Case No. 00753 SC (Cal. Gov’t Code Section 54956.9(a)). 
b. Confer with Legal Counsel Regarding State Regional Water Quality Control Board, Citation 

No. R2-2010-0004 (Cal. Gov’t Code Section 54956.9(a)). 
c. Confer with Legal Counsel Regarding Anticipated Litigation (one case) (Cal. Gov’t Code 

Section 54954.9 (a)).  
c. The City Manager and Human Resources Director Request a Closed Session Pursuant to  

Cal. Gov't Code Section 54957.6 Regarding Direction for Labor Negotiations with the Police and 
Public Safety Mid Management Unit Bargaining Units.   
  

14. ADJOURNMENT:  
 

Mayor Ruane closed this meeting at 8:35 p.m.  The next Council Meeting will be held on March 
8, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. at the Senior Center, 1555 Crystal Springs Road, San Bruno. 
 

Respectfully submitted for approval 
at the regular City Council Meeting of 
March 8, 2011 
              ________________________________ 
              Carol Bonner, City Clerk 

 
 

              ________________________________ 
              Jim Ruane, Mayor            


